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• MPNE (Melanoma Patient Network Europe) is a volunteer-based network whose activities are or were in the 
past (the last yrs were unrepresentative due to COVID) funded by balanced support by the following 
companies: Amgen, BMS, Delcath, Idera, Incyte, Immunocore, MSD, Merck Serono, Novartis, Pierre Fabre, 
Roche. Support never includes editorial rights, influence on MPNE’s program nor activities. In addition, MPNE 
has received funding  through 3 Horizon2020 grants (UMCURE, Share4Rare and iTobos). 

• Unfortunately, we have been unsuccessful in diversifying our funding sources by support from regulatory, HTA 
and payer bodies or medical societies.

• In the last 3 years, BR received personal consultancy fees for work in patient affairs from- AstraZeneca, BMS, 
Celgene, Clinigen, IQVIA, MSD, Novartis, Pfizer, Roche.  

• BR’s work for MPNE outside the Horizon2020 projects is non-remunerated

• Between 2019 and 2021, BR was member of the first EU Cancer Mission Board

• BR currently works as strategist at the Stockholm School of Economics Research Institute for Vision Zero 
Cancer, Sweden

Disclaimer



a .... career?





what I wished I had known  



what I wished I had known  
(but then, maybe not)



• it’s uncomfortable most of the time

• for someone who actually dislikes conflict, it’s surprising how 
much one can end up with quite readily – system change is 
highly unpopular 

• you don’t know what you don’t know yet

• it will take you a decade 

• one has much more space than one thinks one has 

what I wished I had known  



• it’s not complicated- it’s complex  

• there are a lot of convenient ‘truths’ that hardly ever are the 
truth

• careful observation is key: everyone has an opinion, few 
understand the underlying problem, hardly anyone sees long-
range dependencies

• we are all part of the problem AND part of the solution

what I wished I had known  



• it’s worth working on something one believes in, even when it’s 
hard and unpopular

• in every stakeholder group, there are always some who truly 
care wherever one goes, people who are generous with their 
time and their knowledge and who want to get it right rather 
than being right. 

• I’d end up with my FPTAWs- my favourite people to argue with 
;) 

what I wished I had known  



to conclude



“Never underestimate the power of a small group 
of committed people to change the world. In fact, it 
is the only thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret Mead



bettina.ryll@mpneurope.org

Thank you

mailto:bettina.ryll@mpneurope.org
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