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Opinions presented are my own. 

Disclaimer





• promising treatment, no exposure to inferior treatment

• optimally integrated into treatment pathway, with a vision lon 
long-term outcomes

• close to home

• pragmatic inclusion

• trial design relevant for patients inside and outside the trial

• minimal burden to patient and family

The ideal clinical trial access





Access to clinical trials remains a 
challenge, even in countries with 
existing structures. 



• patients have to be proactive, asked to provide rationale for a 
given trial (committee insufficiently resourced?)

• trial turned down with argument of ‘insufficient evidence’ 

• countries have ‘provisions’ designed to ineffectual (Sweden)

• toxicity major issue: how to treat toxicity with unknown 
compound? 

• associated risks and costs, e.g. ICU stays with major toxicity  

Challenges we have noted



MPNE project: Mapping Access to Melanoma drugs in Europe

example Ireland



• clinical trials are critical treatment options for patients who 
have exhausted all available lines of treatment

• clinical trials exist in a complex space of discrete financial, 
research and political interests, with implications for trial launch 
and access 

• access to clinical trials abroad is inconsistent and currently 
depends on a patient’s initiative and financial means

Summary
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