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▪ Patients encounter difficulty in finding information 
▪ Patients rely on their doctor for information 
▪ Importance of health literacy
▪ Scarce peer to peer information 

▪ Physicians should also offer printed lay information
▪ Patients are doomed to forget 60% of what they hear during medical 

appointment
▪ Patients cannot decide on treatment at first appointment
▪ Need for a second appointment to discuss results of biomarker testing 
▪ Patients and their family need time to digest new information

Barriers to Biomarker testing & Personalized Medicine





ECPC-EAPM Biomarkers survey (2016) - conclusions



Patients’ question
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Inequalities in cancer care: an economic problem
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“Economic burden of cancer across the European Union: a population-based cost analysis.” Luengo-Fernandez R1, Leal J, Gray A, Sullivan 
R., 2013.



Results from biomarker tests can take from 7 to 30 days, depending on the country

ECPC-EAPM Biomarkers survey (2016) - conclusions



ECPC-EAPM Biomarkers survey (2016) - conclusions



Only 23% of doctors felt that their patients were always 
fully informed about biomarkers.

Ciardiello, F., Adams, R., Tabernero, J., Seufferlein, T., Taieb, J., Moiseyenko, V., … Tejpar, S. (2016). Awareness, Understanding, and Adoption of Precision Medicine to Deliver 
Personalized Treatment for Patients With Cancer: A Multinational Survey Comparison of Physicians and Patients. The Oncologist, 21(3), 292–300. 
http://doi.org/10.1634/theoncologist.2015-0279



Immuno-Oncology Portal





Biomarkers
▪ Participants: Patients, policy-makers, researchers 

and industry 

▪ Scope: Debate on the importance of biomarkers 
for people with cancer and the necessary actions 
to make personalized medicine in cancer a reality 
across Europe.

▪ Conclusions: More progress needed towards a 
harmonised and more efficient regulatory 
framework for biomarkers. Need for increased 
access and decreased waiting times for high-
quality biomarker testing to make personalised 
healthcare more of a reality.



Biomarkers webpage



ECPC Personalised Medicine Awareness Month



AUDIENCE MESSAGE DESIRED BEHAVIOUR 

Patients – via Patient Groups 
(Awareness on existence) 

Molecular testing can be used to help you 
and your healthcare team make decisions 
about your treatment and follow-up.

» Consider testing (despite current access 
barriers) 
» Support awareness campaign

Regulators/Policy makers 
(Awareness on importance)

Molecular testing improves the 
sustainability of healthcare systems by 
ensuring the right people get the right 
treatment at the right time. It can help to 
reduce the risk of people receiving 
ineffective cancer treatment for their 
condition. On an individual level, this may 
prevent unnecessary side effects and 
facilitate better treatment decisions. For 
healthcare systems at a national level, this 
translates to cost benefits through a more 
effective use of resources, fewer tests or 
lines of therapy and fewer hospital days for 
people with cancer.

» Open debate
» Revise framework 

Doctors 
(Awareness on patient need) 

Your patients need to be aware of 
molecular testing and you need to be 
informed about whether it is suitable for 
individual patients and if it is currently 
reimbursed and integrated into treatment 
pathways in your country.

» Better Inform patients 



November: Personalised Medicine Month

Digital toolkit for ECPC Members



Social media calendar for Twitter and Facebook



Thank you
www.ecpc.org/edu/personalisedmedicine

@cancereu
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