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FOSTERING 
MULTISTAKEHOLDER 
COLLABORATION TO 
ADVANCE ONCOLOGY 
THERAPEUTICS



INTRODUCTION
The Cancer Drug Development 
Forum (CDDF) is an international 
organization providing a platform 
for all stakeholders involved in the 
development of oncology drugs. 
The aim of the not-for-profit 
organization is to accelerate the 
delivery of effective oncology 
agents to patients.

The incidence of cancer is rising - with 
the World Cancer Report, published by 
the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC), estimating that the 
cancer burden will rise to 22 million 
cases annually over the next two 
decades. Against this background, there 
is an urgent need for rapid licensing and 
market availability of innovative, more 
effective oncology drugs.

Established in 2001 as the Biotherapy 
Development Association (BDA), 
the focus was initially around 
immunotherapy. Recognizing the 
importance of embracing all forms of 
oncology drug development, the name 
of the organization was changed in 2014 
to the Cancer Drug Development Forum 
(CDDF).

The CDDF, with its office based in 
Brussels, unites experts from academia, 
the pharmaceutical industry, regulatory 
authorities (including the EMA and FDA), 
payers (health technology assessors) 
and patient advocates.

At regular meetings and workshops, the 
CDDF encourages a unique collaborative 
approach, where delegates engage in 
‘frank and open’ discussions exploring 
innovative ideas in a ‘protected’ 
environment. 

In oncology the new paradigms 
of personalized medicine and 
immunotherapy are throwing up 
complex issues that need to be 
addressed by all stakeholders. While 
developments create new opportunities 
they also raise challenges including 
identifying the patients most likely to 
benefit with biomarkers and companion 
diagnostics, identifying the best model 
to figure out combinations of agents 
to take forward, and finding endpoints 
beyond overall survival to avoid time 
lags before drugs are shown to be 
effective. In addition, therapies need 
to have tolerable safety profiles at a 
cost health systems can afford and to 
overcome inequities in access due to the 
different Health Technology Assessment 
(HTA) criteria in European countries.
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COLLABORATION IS KEY
CDDF is a unique organization 
leveraging a multi-stakeholder 
approach with the goal of creating 
an ideal scientific, regulatory and 
commercial environment for the clinical 
development of cancer drugs.

The CDDF is governed by a board of 
invited academics including medical 
oncologists, statisticians, immunologists 
and paediatricians, led by a chairman 
elected for two years. The CDDF’s 
funding relies on profits raised from 
events as well as donations and grants 
from corporations whose work is aligned 
with its mission. 

" CDDF has extraordinary flexibility 
to host topical meetings about the 
really important issues in cancer 
quickly."
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Academics,regulatory authorities, 
industries and patient groups are 
welcome to contact CDDF and propose 
timely topics for discussion as well as 
participating in the discussions.

" CDDF workshops are useful 
to collect opinions from the 
perspective of regulators, HTA, 
industry, and academics. Everyone 
is given the chance to have their 
say and I’d be surprised if anyone 
attending a workshop would have 
heard it all before."
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HOW IS THE CDDF ORGANIZED ? 
The CDDF is organised around 
three forums covering separate 
themes.

Multi-stakeholder Discussions
The Alpine meeting, held every 18 
months in Innsbruck, Austria, takes 
stock of achievements and brainstorms 
upcoming issues in cancer drug 
development and gauges whether 
there is interest in running workshops 
on different topics. Recent successful 
workshops hosted include minimal 
residual disease, real world data and 
companion diagnostics.

Immunotherapy of Cancer (ITOC) 
Forum
This forum addresses regulatory issues 
concerning new immunotherapies, hosts 
workshops, provides education around 
immunotherapy, and hosts the annual 
Immunotherapy of Cancer Conference 
(ITOC). The conference, which is the 
largest immunotherapy meeting in 
Europe, includes plenary symposium, 
poster sessions, satellite symposium and 
an exhibition. The meeting is accredited 
by the European Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (EACCME).

The ITOC Medical Education Course 
presented by leading faculty in cancer 
immunotherapy, is designed for clinical 
oncologists, clinical scientists from 
industry, regulatory scientists, nurses, 
patient advocates, students and the 
entire medical team involved in treating 
cancer patients with immunotherapy. 
The course aims at providing an 
overview of basic immunology 
principles and the mechanisms and 
clinical applications of immunotherapy. 
It addresses state-of-the-art clinical 
management and future developments.

www. itoc-conference.eu

ACCELERATE platform
The purpose of the ACCELERATE 
platform is to provide a transparent 
forum for patients and parents 
organisations, academic paediatric 
oncologists and haematologists, 
pharmaceutical companies and EU 
regulatory network representatives 
to discuss, explain and seek ways to 
address specific issues to improve the 
outcome of children and adolescents 
with cancer through the development 
of innovative anticancer medicines in a 
timely fashion.

www.accelerate-platform.eu

" I like to see the CDDF as the catalyst speeding up drug development " 
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STAY IN TOUCH !
Cancer Drug Development Forum (CDDF)

Avenue E. Mounier 83, 1200 Brussels Belgium

cddf@ecco-org.eu 

+32 (0)2 775 02 15

CONNECT WITH US !

cddf_eu

The Cancer Drug  
Development  
Forum (CDDF)

www.cddf.org


